Integrated Native Studies 30/ ELA A30 Group Project
Teacher Lesson Guide:

Lesson Title: Culture Study of Plains Cree and Metis
Native Studies 30 Key Understanding
Develop cultural awareness; understand diversity within Aboriginal cultures
Skill Development: gather, organize, and interpret information
ELA A30 Learning Objectives

Reading: students will skim, scan, and read closely for required information; students will summarize information

Representing: students will recognize reading as an active process that requires readers to make connections; make and confirm inferences

Speaking: speak to clarify and extend thinking; participate in small and large group discussions, observing the courtesies of group discussion
Resources: Knots on a String (Native Studies Text), Sundog Highway (ISBN 1-55050-167-4 Coteau Books) , An Anthology of Native Literature in English (ISBN 0-19-542078-0 Oxford Univ. Press), student handout, Bristol board, magazines and newspapers with Aboriginal content, white paper, markers, flip chart paper
Teaching Strategies: 
Discussion Groups;  Reading for a purpose, Writing summaries;  Representing Ideas; Presentation
Procedure:

1.  Divide up the groups in whatever way you choose

2.  Provide the handout

3.  Go over the instructions and give time for questions.

4.  Begin the project.

Native Studies 30/ELA A30 Culture Study

Part One Instructions:
The class will be divided into groups of four to research two distinct Aboriginal cultures.   Each group will represent the material using both interpretation of the text and visual representations (images or charts you draw/cut out).  Each group will be given one large sheet of bristol board on which to put their work.  You can place text on plain sheets of white paper, and they can be attached to the background.  You can create borders and use other creative ideas that portray your material in an interesting manner. You will be given  two afternoons in which to create the project, and will make a short group presentation.
1.  The Plains Indian Societies (Knots on a String, p. 116)
      a.  The names of the groups that made up the Plains Societies

      b.  The use of horses in the Plains Societies

      c.  Social Traditions of the Plains People

      d.  Religion of the Plains People

      e.  The role of women in the Plains Societies

      f.  A chronological time line of the effects of the fur trade.

2.  The Metis (Knots p. 126)
     a.  The origin of the Metis.

     b.  The French Trading Traditions and the Great Lakes Metis

     c.  The Plains Metis

     d.  The Country Born Metis

     e.  The Red River Metis

     f.  The Buffalo Hunt

     g.  A chronological time line of the events culminating in the Red River Resistance

Part Two:
Cultural identity is often a theme in Canadian literature.  The following four poems deal with Cree and Metis culture.  As a group, read the poems aloud.  Have a recorder write your answers on the piece of paper provided, so the groups can share with each other.
Related Literature:

Plains Cree Poems “Nokhum, Medicine Bear” by Louise Bernice Halfe (p. 152)
“Moon Songs” by Randy Lunday (p. 256)
taken from Sundog Highway (Ed. Larry Warwaruk)

Metis Poem “Grandmother”  by Kim Morrisey (p. 219)
taken from Sundog Highway (Ed. Larry Warwaruk, p. 219)
“jig dream” by Marilyn Dumont (p. 426-27)

taken from An Anthology of Canadian Literature in English (Ed. Daniel David Moses & Terry Goldie)
To Do:
1. Write the title and the author of the poem.. 
2. What is the theme of the story?

3. To what  topic in your culture study does the poem relate best?

4. Choose two or three images from the text that most clearly represent some aspect of the culture, and write them down (use quotation marks to show they are words taken directly from the text).

5.  After you have completed the papers, tape them to the wall.  We will reread the poems and discuss them in light of the group work you have completed.
Assessment Rubric for Group Culture Project

Marks are based on the following criteria:
	Focused in group (from fully involved (5) to little participation (1)
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	A team player: discussing, listening (5) to little interaction with the group (1)
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	All required topics are well-covered (5) to some topics not well covered (1)
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Effective balance of text and images (5) to overuse/underuse of either text or images (1)
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Creative and visually appealing (5) lack of visual appeal – nothing uniquely creative or outstanding (1)
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Oral presentation clear, interesting (5) to lack of clear tone or voice projection (1)
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Poem segment was completed as requested (5) to incomplete (1)
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Self evaluation of your contribution to the group project (out of 10)
	
	
	
	
	

	Total for each column
	
	
	
	
	


Overall Total for Group Project: ____/45
